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TITLE:


CONSENT FOR AUTOPSY OF NEWBORN 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

PURPOSE:



To outline procedure to obtain consent for autopsy. An autopsy is performed for both the benefit of relatives and medical science.  It is the most accurate method of informing relatives of the exact cause of death.  The cause of death may have been related to an inherited condition or weakness.  The examination might prevent the same occurrence to someone else in the family.

SUPPORTIVE DATA:

The physician is responsible for talking to the parents about the autopsy.  The RN is responsible for obtaining the consent form and offering it to the parents to sign.

EQUIPMENT LIST:

1.    Signed  Fetal death certificate 
                                           2.    Morgue release form

3. RTS paperwork (optional grief referral)
	CONTENT:
	
	PROCEDURE STEPS:
	
	KEY POINTS:

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 1.
Obtain consent for autopsy on stillborn or deceased infant as soon as possible.
	
	a.
Only one parent’s signature is needed.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	b.
The mother must be completely reacted from anesthesia and any medication.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	c.
Members of certain religions object to autopsies being performed; i.e. Mormons, Christian Scientists and Jehovah's Witnesses.  Proceed per their preferences.

	
	
	
	
	d.     Save placenta and cord with infant.

	
	
	 2.
As soon as the autopsy permit is signed, notify pathologist.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 3.
Notify Materials  Management  when the baby is ready to be taken to the morgue.
	
	For Evenings, Nights, and weekends, the administrative coordinator may need to notify pathologist and transport infant to morgue.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 4.
Send the Consent for Autopsy directly to Pathology .
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 5.
If there is to be a funeral for the infant, have the family contact the funeral home and inform the undertaker that an autopsy is to be performed at the Saint Clare’s hospital.
	
	The funeral home will contact  Saint Clare’s Hospital to find out when the body will be released after the autopsy.


